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Greens outline ‘Dental Care for All’  

Greens candidate for Clarence, Janet Cavanaugh today criticised both major parties for 
not giving priority to the thousands of low income and disadvantaged people in the 
Clarence electorate still languishing on public dental waiting lists. 

“The people of Clarence deserve more than what's on offer from Labor and the Coalition 
because adequate dental care is a right,” Ms Cavanaugh said. 

“The Greens ‘Dental Care for All’ initiative will end the underinvestment in public dental 
health and bring relief to the 120,000 people on waiting lists for oral health services in 
NSW, the majority of whom wait at least 6 months for treatment.  

“Last month’s promise from Labor to issue dental care vouchers will only take 20,000 
concession holders, pensioners and children off waiting lists.  

“It is a drop in the ocean considering NSW has the lowest expenditure on public dental 
services of any state in Australia.  

“In fact, to bring NSW into line with levels of funding publicly available in Queensland 
would require $102.5 million per year in additional funding, not the paltry $12.5 million 
promised by Labor. 

“The Coalition has promised $208.25 million but this is spread over four years and would 
leave many elderly and disadvantaged people still suffering while they wait for an over-
stretched public dental system to see them. 

“Years of government underinvestment have led to significantly poorer levels of dental 
heath care services in rural and regional areas. This has implications for the overall 
physical and mental health of our community. 

“The Greens are calling for the development of a dental workforce strategy and 
investment in the training of new dental health professionals, plus incentives to get them 
out of Sydney. 

“We are also calling for investment in new public dental clinics including mobile and 
community-based services which can help deliver services in rural and regional areas.  

“The Greens will restore funding to preventative dental services to ensure that every 
young person sees a dentist or dental hygienist within the first three years of schooling. 

“The future of public dentistry is grim under both Labor and the Coalition.  

“The Greens will continue to campaign at state and federal levels to reduce the growing 
gap between those who can afford dental care in NSW and those who cannot,” Ms 
Cavanaugh said. 

ENDS 
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